Deborah Parks   

Producer
Deborah Parks is a documentary producer with thirty years experience in television and film. Her career as an independent producer and cinematographer started in 1986, when she and Director/Writer Shelley Saywell set off for the Sahara Desert to document the nomadic Bishari tribes of Egypt..  The film was nominated for two Gemini Awards and Parks went on to win the Canadian Society of Cinematographers award for Best Photography in a Documentary, the first woman in Canada to do so. Since then, Saywell and Parks have collaborated on more than 14 films over the last 23 years, for CBC, CTV, W Network, History TV, Global, with sales to HBO, Channel 4, A&E and ARTE  -winning many Canadian and International Industry awards. 

Deborah has worked with many well-known Canadian filmmakers as a co-producing partner. Recent credits include  “SINNER IN PARADISE” & “MONSTER IN THE FAMILY (PART 1 & 2)  with Gemini and Emmy award-winner Director/Writer,  John Kastner; “DEVIL’S BARGAIN -  A JOURNEY INTO THE SMALL ARMS TRADE with Gemini and Emmy award-winning Director/Writer, Shelley Saywell, and FAIRY FAITH for Gemini award-winner, Director John Walker.

Deborah has just competed co-producing with Director/Writer, Mary Anne Alton, THE 40 YEAR SECRET and is currently co-producing with Shelley Saywell on “AQSA – LIFE & DEATH BETWEEN TWO WORLDS” for CTV and NANNY DAIRIES for Global TV, as well as John Kastner’s feature documentary with the NFB and CTV called “LIFE WITH MURDER”. These films all to be televised early 2010.  

As well, from 1991 to 1997, Deborah spent six years at Telefilm Canada as an Investment Analyst. She worked first within the combined TV-Feature Film division, and subsequently as a member of the specialized Feature Film team.  Her yearly production slate was as much as 40 feature films, animation & TV programs and series per year. 

Parks spent the beginning of her career working as a camera assistant for some of Canada’s renowned cinematographers, traveling the world, before making the transition to DOP.  She shot the feature length documentary, “TALK 16” which screened at the Toronto International Film Festival in 1991. 

Deborah Parks resides in Toronto with her husband and two daughters. deborah@dundasproductions.com
